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CONFIDENTIAL ISLAMABAD 3836 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PK, PINT 

SUBJECT: ARMY'S ROLE IN CURRENT CRISIS 

1 . BBC CORRESPONDENT ANDREW WHITLEY HAD APPOINTMENT TO 
INTERVIEW IV CORPS COMMANDER LT. GENERAL IQBAL ON FRIDAY, 

APRIL 15 IN LAHORE. IQBAL IS SENIOR CORPS COMMANDER AND 

HE AND GENERAL ARBAB, THE CORPS COMMANDER IN KARACHI, 

ARE CONSIDERED TO BE MOST INFLUENTIAL ARMY GENERALS AFTER 
CHIEF OF STAFF ZIA. ALL OBSERVERS AGREE THAT IQBAL AND 
ARBAB WILL PLAY CENTRAL ROLE IF ARMY IS FORCED TO ACTIVELY 
INTERVENE IN THE CONFRONTATION. 

2. WHITLEY DID NOT MEET IQBAL, BUT INSTEAD INTERVIEWED 
IQBAL'S AIDE, A BRIGADIER. WHITLEY WAS STRUCK BY THE BRIGADIER'S 
CANDOR AND HIS WILLINGNESS TO DISCUSS THE ARMY'S ROLE. BEFORE 
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LEAVING PAKISTAN OVER THE WEEKEND, WHITLEY PASSED SUBSTANCE 
OF INTERVIEW TO BBC CORRESPONDENT MARK TULLY WHO IS RESIDENT 
IN LAHORE. TULLY MET WITH EMBOFF AND CONGEN OFFICER APRIL 18 
AND MENTIONED FOLLOWING GLEANED FROM WHITLEY INTERVIEW. 

3. IT HAS BEEN CUSTOMARY FOR THE CORPS COMMANDERS TO HOST 
DINNERS FOR THE PM WHEN HE VISITS THE PROVINCES. WHILE IN 
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LAHORE THIS PAST WEEK, IQBAL HAD NOT OFFERED TO HOST A FUNCTION, 

SO THE PM REQUESTED THAT HE DO SO. IN RESPONSE, IQBET HOSTED 
A RECEPTION APRIL 14. ACCORDING TO WHITLEY INTERVIEW AND 
PAKISTANI JOURNALISTIC SOURCES, IQBAL ACTED VERY FORMAL AND 
PROPER WITH THE PM AND, FOR EXAMPLE, DID NOT MEET HIM OUTSIDE 
THE MESS AS IS CUSTOMARY. 

4. BHUTTO ASKED THAT NO OFFICERS BELOW THE RANK OF FULL COLONEL 
BE INVITED TO THE RECEPTION SINCE LOWER RANKING OFFICERS HAVE 
ASKED EMBARRASSING QUESTIONS, MOST RECENTLY AT DINNER HOSTED 
BY GENERAL ARBAB IN KARACHI SEVERAL WEEKS AGO. THE BRIGADIER, 

IN AN INDIRECT WAY, INDICATED TO TULLY THAT PM ASKED TO GET 
TOGETHER WITH IQBAL AND HIS SENIOR OFFICERS DURING THE AFTER- 
NOON OF THE RECEPTION. DURING THE MEWETING BHUTTO-IN 
CIRCUITOUS MANNER-ASKED WOULD THE ARMY BE WILLING TO HAVE 
MARTIAL LAW WITH BHUTTO AS CHIEF MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATOR 

IF THE SECURITY SITUATION CONTINUES TO DETERIORATE. IQBAL. 

IN A SIMILAR CAUTIOUS AND POLITE MANNER, ANSWERED NO. IQBAL 
WENT ON TO INDICATE TO PM HE COULD NOT EXPECT THE ARMY TO 
ACTIVELY SUPPORT HIM IN ATTEMPTING TO FORCE A SOLUTION TO 
THE PRESENT CRISIS ON THE NATION. 

5. THE B RIGADIER- AND A PAKISTANI JOURNALIST IN SEPARATE 
CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF-SAID THAT ORDERS HAD GONE OUT FROM PPP 
HEADQUARTERS THIS PAST WEEK TO ARM PPP SUPPORTERS SO THEY COULD 
"PROTECT THEMSELVES” AGAINST THE PNA. DURING EARLY MORNING, WHEN THE 
ARMS WERE BEING DISTRIBUTED TO PPP LOCAL OFFICES IN 

LAHORE, THE AGKM INTERCEPTED SOME OF THE SHIPMENTS AND IS 
STILL HOLDING THE ARMS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 ISLAMA 03836 191308Z 


6. WHITLEY'S INTERVIEW SUPPORTS THE POSITION WHICH WE HAVE 
EARLIER REPORTED. WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THE ARMY DOES 
NOT WANT TO GET INVOLVED IN THE PRESENT CRISIS, IS HOPING 
FOR A POLITICAL SOLUTION, AND WILL NOT ACTIVELY SUPPORT THE 
PM IN FORCING A SOLUTION. 

BYROADE 
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